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 Allan Hancock College Viticulture & Enology Foundation

 Board of Directors 

 Quarterly Meeting 

Wednesday, September 20, 2023 
  2:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
    Captain’s Room 

AGENDA 
Page Est. Time 

1. Call to Order 2:30 PM 

2. Public Comment

This section of the agenda is intended for members of the public to address the
board on items involving the foundation.  Public comment not pertaining to
specific agenda items is welcome under public comment.  Please note that Board
members are prohibited by the Brown Act from responding to comments made
regarding topics not on the official agenda.  Public comment on an agenda item
or another topic must be submitted in advance, no later than one hour before
the start of the meeting, on September 20, 2023, via email to:
evalenzuela@hancockcollege.edu. Comments will be read by district staff for the
record during the meeting. 

3. Action Items 2:35 PM 

3.A. Approval of June 14, 2023 Meeting Minutes 

A recommendation that the board approve the minutes from the 
June 14, 2023 meeting. 

3 

3.B. Acceptance of Donations 

A recommendation that the board approve the received donations. 

6 

4. Information Items 2:45 PM 

4.A. 2023 Harvest Update 

An update on the production of grape and wine will be provided. 

7 

4.B. AHC Wine Festival Update 

An update on the West Coast College & University Wine Festival will be 
presented.  

8 

Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D., President 
Suzanne Levy, Vice President 

Dennis Curran, Treasurer 
Sean J. Abel, Secretary 

Alfredo Koch, Ph.D., Board Member 
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  Page Est. Time 

 4.C. Winery Board Inventory Report 
 
A report on year-to-date financial data ending June 30, 2023 and July 31, 
2023. 

9  

     
 4.D. Financial Report 

 
A report on year-to-date financial data ending June 30, 2023 and July 31, 
2023. 

14  

     
5. New Business/Oral Reports  3:15 PM 
     
6. Adjournment  3:30 PM 
    
 The next regular meeting of the board of directors will be held on December 6, 

2023. 
  

  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the associate superintendent/vice 
president of finance and administration’s office at (805) 922-6966 ext. 3939 or 
email Espie Valenzuela at evalenzuela@hancockcollege.edu.  Please make 
requests 48 hours prior to the meeting to make reasonable arrangements to 
ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
 

  

                    Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D. 
           Foundation President 
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ALLAN HANCOCK COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Viticulture & Enology Foundation 

Minutes 
Board of Directors 

Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, June 14, 2023 

2:00 p.m. 

Allan Hancock College 
Captain’s Room B102 

800 South College Drive, Santa Maria, CA  93454 

1. Call to Order

Dr. Suzanne Levy called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. with the following directors present: Sean J. Abel, 

Alfredo Koch, Suzanne Levy, Eric D. Smith, and Kevin Walthers.

Absent: None

Guests present: Dennis Curran, Kelsie Norris, Keli Seyfert

Note taker: Espie Valenzuela

2. Public Comment

No public comments were received.

3. Action Items

3.A. Approval of March 15, 2023 Meeting Minutes

On a motion by Alfredo Koch seconded by Sean Abel, the board approved the minutes from the 
March 15, 2023 board meeting. 

(Ayes: Abel, Koch, Levy, Smith, Walthers; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

3.B. Acceptance of Donations

On a motion by Sean Abel seconded by Alfredo Koch, the board approved the donations received. 
(Ayes: Abel, Koch, Levy, Smith, Walthers; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

3.C. Election of Directors and Officers

On a motion by Sean Abel seconded by Alfredo Koch, the board approved the Election of Directors 
and Officers as presented.  
(Ayes: Abel, Koch, Levy, Smith, Walthers; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

3.D. Determination of Date, Time, and Place of Board Meetings

Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D., Board President 
Suzanne Levy, Vice President 

Eric D. Smith, Treasurer 
Sean J. Abel, Secretary 

  Alfredo Koch, Ph.D., Board Member 
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Viticulture & Enology Foundation 
Board of Directors Annual Meeting Notes – June 14, 2023

On a motion by Alfredo Koch seconded by Sean Abel, the board approved to hold regular meetings at 
3:30 pm on September 20, 2023, December 6, 2023, March 13, 2024, and hold the annual meeting on 
June 12, 2024. 

(Ayes: Abel, Koch, Levy, Smith, Walthers; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

4. Information Items

4.A. 2023 Harvest Estimates

A.Koch presented varietals and estimated cases to be harvested this year. K.Norris stated due to
excess bottled wine inventory they have decided to lower production for the 2023 Vintage.   Planning
on producing less than 200 cases and selling surplus grapes produced in the vineyard, specifically
Pinot, and some Syrah. A.Koch said that Dr. Walthers asked the sales of the grapes be
advertised/posted. K.Norris added we can advertise with Wine Business. A.Koch will also send an
email.

4.B. Estimated Wine Bottling

K. Norris provided an update regarding the winery bottling plans for May 16, 2023. The 2022 red
wines will be evaluated closer to the bottling and may be bottled at a later date. Some of the gallons
may change due to blending. The 2022 Cabernet Sauvignon and 2022 Syrah will continue to age in
barrel and be bottled next year.

4.C. AHC Wine Festival

Dr. Walthers said the feedback regarding the AHC Wine Festival was fantastic. He congratulated all on 
a job well done. K.Norris added the event was successful with a profit of $4350 net. Over 250 tickets 
were sold. S.Levy said plans for next year are in place. Suggestions for next year: 

• Increase price of tickets:  Presale $35 and $50 at the door.

• Location – Need more seating to accommodate 350-400 guests. Need to also consider additional
seating for judges, students, and assistants.

• Need more food vendors.

• Designated Drivers – Ticket price for non-drinkers may have an option to pay $20 with a different
color wrist band.

• Dr. Walthers will talk to David at Toyota of Santa Maria in regard to sponsoring the event by
providing Uber tickets for the day of the event.

• Sell hats at the event with AHC Wine Festival name and AHC T-Shirts.

• Divide up tasks:  S.Levy: Friday night tasks; K.Norris: Saturday Lunch; A.Koch: Festival

• D.Curran will assist with judging.

• Committee will meet in August to discuss plans for next year’s event scheduled June 8, 2024.

4.D. Winery Board Inventory Report

K. Seyfert presented the wine inventory report on year-to-date financial data ending April 30, 2023.

4.E. Financial Report

K. Seyfert presented the financial statements detailing the year-to-date financial data ending April 30,
2023.
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Viticulture & Enology Foundation 
Board of Directors Annual Meeting Notes – June 14, 2023

5. New Business/Oral Reports

None 

6. Adjournment

The next board of directors meeting will be held on September 20, 2023 at 3:30 p.m. 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:38 p.m. on June 14, 2023.  I hereby certify that the forgoing minutes are accurate and 
complete. 

Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D. 
Board President Secretary 
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 AHC Viticulture & Enology Foundation 

To: Board of Directors ACTION ITEM 

From: Dennis Curran, Treasurer Date: September 20, 2023 

Subject:   Acceptance of Donations 
Item Number: 3.B.

Enclosure(s): Page 1 of 1 

BACKGROUND 
The donation(s) below are in support of the Allan Hancock College Viticulture & Enology Program. All products 
donated will be used in the winery and agribusiness program. 

Date 
Received 

Donor Item Total Value 
Amount 

06/16/2023 Nutrien Ag Solutions 1 gal. Inspire Super, 28 oz. Switch 62.5WG $406.30 

06/30/2023 Nutrien Ag Solutions 30 oz. Quintec,4 lbs. Elevate 50WDG $339.39 

07/28/2023 Nutrien Ag Solutions 34 oz. Torino, 2 lbs. PH-D Fungicide $465.82 

08/22/2023 Law Office of Brian F. Simas Legal Services – Prepare TTB and ABC updates $130.00 

08/24/2023 AgWest Farm Credit Cash donation $500.00 

08/25/2023 Nutrien Ag Solutions 30 lbs. Kaligreen, 1 gal. Freeway, 
64 oz. Luna Experience 

$760.10 

Grand Total   $2,601.61 

FISCAL IMPACT 
None 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the board of directors accept the donation(s) received. 
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 AHC Viticulture & Enology Foundation 

To: Board of Directors INFORMATION ITEM

From: Sean J. Abel, Secretary Date:  September 20, 2023 

Subject:   2023 Harvest Update 
Item Number: 4.A.

Enclosure(s): Page 1 of 1 

BACKGROUND 

Below are our 2023 harvest and production estimates. 

Cases after 
10% Loss TONS GAL hL CASES 

Chardonnay 1.00 150.0 5.68 63 56.8 

Albariño 0.50 75.0 2.84 32 28.4 

Sparkling- PN 0.50 75.0 2.84 32 28.4 

Rose- PN 0.50 75.0 2.84 32 28.4 

Pinot Noir 1.50 225.0 8.52 95 85.2 

Syrah 1.00 150.0 5.68 63 56.8 

Malbec 1.00 150.0 5.68 63 56.8 

Cabernet Sauv 0.20 30.0 1.14 13 11.4 

Touriga 0.20 30.0 1.14 13 11.4 

Zinfandel 0.50 75.0 2.84 32 28.4 

Torrontés 0.50 75.0 2.84 32 28.4 

TOTALS 7.40 1110.00 42.01 466.87 420.18 
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  AHC Viticulture & Enology Foundation 

To:   Board of Directors INFORMATION ITEM 

From:   Sean J. Abel, Secretary Date:  September 20, 2023 

Subject:   AHC Wine Festival Update 
Item Number: 4.B. 

Enclosure(s): Page 1 of 1 

 

BACKGROUND 

An update on the West Coast College and University Wine Festival will be presented.  
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 AHC Viticulture & Enology Foundation 

To:   Board of Directors INFORMATION ITEM 

From:   Dennis Curran, Treasurer Date: September 20, 2023 

Subject:   Winery Board Inventory Report 
Item Number: 4.C. 

Enclosure(s): Page 1 of 5 

 

BACKGROUND 
Attached are the winery board inventory reports for the AHC Viticulture and Enology Foundation. 
 
A report on year-to-date financial data ending fiscal year June 30, 2023 will be provided. Also, included is the 
report as of July 31, 2023.  
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 AHC Viticulture & Enology Foundation 

To:   Board of Directors INFORMATION ITEM 

From:   Dennis Curran, Treasurer Date: September 20, 2023 

Subject:   Financial Report  
Item Number: 4.D. 

Enclosure(s): Page 1 of 5 

 

BACKGROUND 
Attached are the income statement and balance sheets for the AHC Viticulture and Enology Foundation. 
 
A report on year-to-date financial data ending fiscal year June 30, 2023 will be provided.  Also, included is the 
report as of July 31, 2023. 
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