Though Maslow saw full bellies, low inequality, and rates of self-actualization at 80-90%, why didn’t he alert the world to all we could be learning
from the Blackfoot? He clearly held them in high regard, as he indicated in journals and in his biography.

It’s possible that Maslow may have faced dismissal if he had publicized Blackfoot teachings. Dr. Richard Katz, author of Indigenous Healing
Psychology: Honoring the Wisdom of First Peoples, Harvard professor, and personal friend of Maslow’s speaks to this point in a podcast
conversation with Scott Barry Kaufman (minutes 28:50—-32:20). He says he never spoke directly with Maslow about this, but postulates that
Maslow may have been concerned that elevating Siksika teachings might diminish the validity of the ideas he was putting forth. Such barriers to
Indigenous contributions have remained in academia until today (Blackstock, 2019).

By offering compelling alternatives, Indigenous worldviews pose a threat to our status quo. Lakota Medicine Man John Fire Lame Deer offers one
poignant contrast between the world he grew up in
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Self Actualization

Consider Lame Deer’s description and what Maslow
witnessed at Siksika. Then consider the repetition
of the idea that “the United States of America is the
greatest country in the world” despite the facts
that one in four US households experience food insecurity, 4 in 10 Americans can’t afford a $400 emergency, the richest 0.1 percent make 196x as
much as the bottom 90 percent, and with 40 million in poverty, the US may be the most unequal nation in the Western world.
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